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Lean On Me Review 

  

 Lean On Me, starring Morgan Freeman, is yet another great example of film about 

educators who make a difference in their students’ lives.  Having not seen Hard Lessons and 

being unable to locate much information about the film online, I have opted to instead focus on 

Lean On Me and Principal Joe Clark.  

 As depicted in the opening scenes of the movie, the New Jersey high school that Clark 

became principal of was in dire need of authority and discipline.  The first scene shows students 

bullying each other, beating up a teacher, and engaging in drug deals among other things.  

Though some artistic license may have been taken in the making of the movie, the impression 

the viewer gets is that the school is having lots of trouble.  The students are possibly the root of 

the problem, but the teachers have lost control of the school.  

 When Joe Clark assumes responsibility he begins by expelling many of the students who 

were causing problems.  He also shows his authority to the teachers in meetings and through 

disciplinary action directed towards the teachers.  However, some of his fellow educators, 

including the vice principal, seem to have been treated unfairly.   

 The plot revolves around the minimum requirements test that the students are required to 

pass; if the majority does not pass the test, the state will come in to enforce their own rules on the 

school and students.  Students and teachers band together under Principal Clark to achieve 

passing scores despite all the odds.  Clark’s methods, which include chaining the doors closed to 

keep out former students and drug dealers, are called into question by many people in the 

community, and in particular the mayor becomes involved.   



 In the end, Clark realizes his mistakes in dealing with his fellow educators and they gain 

his respect and his thanks.  The students pass their test, and Clark seems to have been released 

from jail (where he was because of the chains on the doors) at the request of his students.  The 

school has undergone a transformation under Clark, but not without some costs along the way.  

 Clark initially did not respect the teachers or value their contributions to the education of 

their students.  Once this was brought to his attention, he seems to have made a turn-around and 

he shows his interest in his colleagues and their assistance.  This was a hard lesson to learn, and 

in the process Clark almost lost his loyal vice principal.   


