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 Conrack is an interesting look into the first year of teaching for one man, Pat Conroy.  As 

the film follows his through his daily life on the island the viewer understands and feels the 

challenges and barriers he must overcome to effectively do his job.  Though the end of the film is 

somewhat sad, the viewer still leaves with a feeling that the students Conroy touched will 

remember him and the things he taught them for years to come.  Though the impact he made on 

their lives may not have been monumental in the greater scheme of things, his care for and about 

those students was apparent and surely impacted their lives, and his, on a very personal level.   

  As mentioned in class, it would probably not be advisable to try all of his somewhat 

unorthodox methods of teaching, but the root of his philosophy is important.  He used the only 

methods that he thought would get through to the students, and those methods seemingly 

worked.   The philosophy that he seems to have used could be categorized as progressivism.  As 

stated in the text, progressive teachers use many methods to teach students including games, 

social interactions, and manipulatives found outside the classroom to educate.   By drilling the 

students, having them listen to music, and going outside to learn basic skills such as swimming, 

Conroy was able to teach the children without it feeling as if it was such a chore.   

 While he taught the students the basics of life, history, and math, he also taught them the 

more important lesson that they were worth something and could be something more than others 

expected.  By caring for the students, Conroy taught them their value, which may have been the 

greatest lesson they learned.     


