
Philosophy of Education 

  My philosophy of education is not, perhaps, as developed as others who have been 

in the teaching field in the past, or those who have had formal teacher training.   My 

philosophy comes from the school of informal and participatory education within 

museums.  As discussed in class, traditional learning has become obsolete.  I believe that all 

students learn differently, and while some students may learn from typical lecture 

structure and taking notes, most students gain more from lessons in which they can see 

results or tangible evidence.  Students should be engaged and involved in the learning 

process, not passive bystanders. 

  

A Short History of Me 

             I received my Bachelor of Arts in History with a minor in Geography from Middle 

Tennessee State University in May of 2008.  I started my college career as an elementary 

education major, but I quickly realized that being in a classroom, all day, and every day was 

not for me.  I weighed my choices and decided that the field of history was my passion.  

My last year at MTSU, I had an internship at the Sam Davis Home and Museum in 

Smyrna.  The internship was part of an independent study in public history.  At the 

museum, I had many tasks, but my main focus for the semester was writing an education 

program for students who came on field trips to the museum.  I focused on the impact of 

the Civil War on children, and the program featured stories, explanations of daily activities 

with demonstrations, and pre and post activities for the teachers to distribute to 

students.  While at the Sam Davis Home, I began applying to graduate schools to work 

towards my Master of Arts in History. 



I was accepted at the University of Memphis into the Ancient History concentration 

for my Masters degree.  Once I started studying, I realized once again, that while I love 

Egypt, Greece, Rome and other ancient cultures, I don’t want to sit in stuffy offices and read 

and write and profess for all of the days of my life.  Luckily, the University had an 

interdisciplinary graduate certificate in museum studies.  I quickly enrolled in the core 

courses for the program, and I fell in love with the field.  

Upon arriving in Memphis, I received a job offer at the Pink Palace Museum, a 

natural and local history museum owned by the city.  I accepted a job as Social Studies 

Instructor within the education department.  My duties included teaching school groups of 

15-100 students about Native Americans, African American history, and the Tennessee 

frontier.  I wrote, implemented, and presented programs on history subjects, as well as 

other projects within the department.  The programs I wrote focus on participatory 

education; students love field trips for various reasons, but I tried to show the students that 

learning about history can be fun.  Together we churned butter, ground corn, wove baskets, 

chopped wood, and shoveled coal.  My hope is that through such participatory education, 

the students will have something that they will remember and latch on to from the 

presentations I gave at the museum. 

As I continued through the programs at the University of Memphis and worked at 

several museums in the area as an education coordinator, I realized how important that 

aspect of informal learning is.  With budget cuts, lack of enthusiasm, and other factors, 

students sometimes don’t get the inspiration they need to learn and understand 

concepts.  One of the main foci of my course, Museums and Communities, was the paradigm 

shift that museums have been undergoing for the past hundred years. Museums are 



(generally) moving from ivory tower institutions for the rich and intelligent, to places of 

community and education for all people.  Some museums have embraced this concept with 

education opportunities open to all people, children and adults of all ages and backgrounds, 

while some museums cling to the old, stodgy, hierarchical ways.  

My hope is that with this class and the “formal” education background that it will 

provide, I will be able to go into museums and other informal education institutes and 

bring new ideas.  I want to teach in museums to hopefully spark an interest in all the 

children, or at least a few, and inspire them to know more about their past, or to any 

subject that interests them.  Through participation and group work, I hope to empower the 

students to know that they can learn new things, and that it can be a fun process.  

 


