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 As a part of the degree requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy in Public History at 

Middle Tennessee State University students are required to participate in a two-semester 

residency program.  The residency year for the program requires students to take on a project 

related to Public History that will help the student meet his or her requirements for the program 

and relate to future dissertation research and career goals.  The residency is an integral part of the 

degree program because through it, among other things, students are able to gain hands-on 

experience in their chosen field and build their doctoral portfolios.  

 To meet degree requirements for my degree, I am proposing a teaching residency within 

the MTSU History Department.  My background in public history to this point has mostly 

consisted of education and museums as they relate to the field.  I hope to continue studies in 

these areas, with the addition of other components, during my residency year and through to my 

dissertation research, as well as my future career.  A teaching residency within the MTSU 

History Department will complement and add to this experience in several ways.   

 

Project Outline and Description 

 

 During the Fall 2011 semester I am responsible for a section of World Civilizations I 

(HIST 1110-006) at MTSU.  This course is part of the general requirements for history majors 

and also serves as a humanities option for general studies requirements that all students MTSU 

are required to take.   As the instructor of record I am responsible for developing a syllabus and 

class schedule that follows Tennessee Board of Regents and General Studies guidelines, 

delivering lectures three times weekly, consulting with students, grading all assignments, and all 

other tasks associated with teaching a college-level course.    

 In Spring 2012 I will be responsible for Explorations in Public History (HIST 3110).  My 

responsibilities will be similar to those for HIST 1110 including developing a syllabus  



delivering lectures three times weekly, consulting with students, grading all assignments, and all 

other tasks associated with teaching a college-level course.  Because this class is an upper 

division elective for those students, particularly history majors, who are interested in Public 

History there are significant differences as well.  I must demonstrate proficiency in all 

concentrations that are offered by the Public History department, including but not limited to 

Museum Management, Cultural Resource Management, Archives, and Historic Preservation.  

Additionally, I will provide opportunities for my students to gain hands-on experience and meet 

professionals who are currently employed in the Public History field.  Through teaching this 

course I hope to incite excitement about the field and encourage students to pursue more 

information about the field and the possibility of future careers in public history.   

 The partnering institution for this residency is Middle Tennessee State University’s 

History Department as discussed and agreed upon with former Chair of the Department, Dr. 

Amy Sayward.  Funding for this residency is provided through a graduate assistantship and an 

additional teaching stipend through the History Department at MTSU.     

 

Professional Mentors and Residency Partners 

  

 I will have two professional mentors throughout my residency.  For the Fall 2011 

semester when I will be teaching World Civilizations I (HIST 1110) Dr. Dawn McCormack will 

serve as my mentor.  Dr. McCormack has a background in Anthropology and Egyptology, and 

she holds a PhD from the University of Pennsylvania. In 2008 she was hired as an Assistant 

Professor of History at Middle Tennessee State University.  She has taught World Civilizations 

in the past; she will also be teaching the course in Fall 2011.  We have already met to discuss 

syllabi and potential class lectures, and I will meet with her regularly throughout the semester to 

discuss problems and concerns that may arise.   



 Dr. Brenden Martin will serve as my professional mentor during the Spring 2012 

semester.  Dr. Martin has taught public history and museums studies at MTSU since 2001.  He 

previously served as the Director of Public History at MTSU and has also taught HIST 3110 in 

the past.  As my mentor he will help me construct the course framework and syllabus and answer 

questions or concerns I have throughout the process.  

 I will undoubtedly form many other partnerships throughout the residency year.  I have 

already received guidance and help from Dr. Amy Sayward, and I expect that I will continue to 

acquire assistance from the new Interim Chair of the Department, Dr. Robert Hunt.   Ms. Tara 

Hayes has also provided support with advice and by providing syllabi from professors who have 

previously taught World Civilizations and Explorations in Public History.  I also expect to form 

professional relationships with professors and graduate students who will be teaching HIST 1110 

at MTSU this fall, and I hope to make contact with former professors of Explorations of Public 

History.  At the National Council of Public History Annual Conference in Pensacola, Florida in 

April 2011 I was fortunate enough to attend a session about teaching Public History at the 

introductory level.  After this session I made several contacts with professors from several 

universities throughout the country.  I have had contact with many of them since the conference, 

and I will maintain these professional contacts to share information and ideas both prior to 

teaching HIST 3110 and during the Spring 2012 semester.   

 

Additional Work Related to Residency and Additional Partners 

 

 During my residency year I will also participate in structured volunteer work in the 

community.  Preliminary dissertation research has inspired me to explore special education in 

secondary schools and how public history can relate to various communities that have previously 

been underserved by the field.  Having held several positions in education departments at 



museums and historical sites and organizations I have seen a severe lack of opportunities for 

people with special needs or learning disabilities and in many cases the complete nonexistence of 

programming for this very deserving group of people.  My dissertation research will focus on 

how this can be addressed by professionals in the public history field, particularly through 

education in museums and historical organizations.     

 During the Summer 2011semester I took a course through the Education Department, 

Overview of Special Education (SPED 6020).  This course and discussions with the instructor, 

Dr. Craig Rice and other students, many of whom are currently employed in Special Education 

positions throughout the mid-state, helped to confirm this lack of attention.  I plan to maintain 

and foster the contacts I have made with Dr. Rice and various students in the Special Education 

Master Degree program throughout my residency and dissertation research process. 

 Unfortunately, the course that I took did not provide me with any tangible experience 

with the community I hope to one day work with and serve.  Over the summer, I contacted Dr. 

Shirley Bell, the coordinator of special education for Rutherford County Schools.  I expressed 

my interest in volunteering with special education teachers in the public schools of our 

community, and Dr. Bell directed me to Dr. Judy Carroll. Dr. Carroll received her Ed.D in 

Teacher Leadership from Walden University, Master Degree in Guidance and Counseling from 

Middle Tennessee State University, and Bachelor Degree in Special Education from Ohio 

University. She currently teaches Special Education and Inclusion U.S. History at Oaklands High 

School in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  

 Dr. Carroll has agreed to allow me to volunteer in her classroom during the county’s 

school year.  This experience will give me the opportunity to work with students with special 

needs to better understand their lives as well as learning styles.  Additionally, I will have the 



opportunity to build a relationship with educators in the special education field that will be 

invaluable to my dissertation research.  She, and the others in her department, will be able to 

share information about their work that will help me understand their struggles and concerns 

with field trips and programming in museums and historical organizations for their students.      

 

 

Skills and Professional Development 

 

 This residency will provide me with many new skills and professional development 

opportunities that pertain to my future career goals and my position in the public history field.  

All of these projects and the products of these efforts will contribute to the building of my 

professional portfolio as well as meeting requirements for the degree.  In the future I hope to 

serve as a consultant to museums and historic organizations or to work as the head of an 

educational department in a similar institution.  Additionally, I would enjoy the opportunity to 

teach public history and ancient history at the university level.   

 As a graduate student I have enjoyed assisting both undergraduates and fellow graduate  

students in my own class with their studies and planning, and I look forward to the opportunity to 

develop these skills more throughout my residency.  While I have experience teaching 

elementary and secondary level students in informal settings, I have not yet had the opportunity 

to teach college level history in a traditional classroom.   

 Since I am currently pursuing a terminal degree in my field, having the experience of 

teaching my own college courses, both general studies and upper division/field specific, will be 

invaluable and open more future career opportunities.  I believe that my organizational skills will 

be enhanced because of the responsibilities incurred with maintaining my own classroom and 

lesson plans.  Teaching students at the college level will undoubtedly help me learn the basic 



theory and content to a fuller extent.  Having that knowledge, I will then able to present that to 

others more clearly and succinctly to various learning levels.   

 Teaching in a large academic department at a large university will also provide me with 

professional skills. I will develop my understanding of higher education and the academic world, 

and also the administrative processes that are integral to teaching at the university level.   

 My work as a volunteer with students with learning disabilities and their teachers will 

provide invaluable lessons and experience with the audience I hope to serve during my 

dissertation research and writing process.  Learning from these students and their teachers first-

hand will provide me with the initial research and better understanding of my proposed 

dissertation topic.  

 By the end of the Spring 2012 semester I will have gained valuable experience through 

teaching World Civilizations I and Explorations in Public History, acquired more information 

and developed ideas for my dissertation research through structured volunteer experience, and 

increased my knowledge of the theories and content of the public history and world history fields 

through teaching.  I will also develop teaching and other professional skills which will be 

reflected in my doctoral portfolio and curriculum vitae through teaching and working with both 

college students and secondary students with special needs.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


