
Homework Assignment 3 

Worth 5 points - 5% final grade 

 

Due Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

 

1. Investigate several museum websites (examples listed below).   

 

2. Each website should have a link to information about the museum’s collections and 

artifact holdings.  Explore the collections of 3 different museums, and from each 

museum’s collection chose one object from ancient or classical history.   

 

3. Then, write an essay in which you: 

 Name each of your 3 objects (one paragraph for each) 

 Describe the object 

 Name the culture/geographical region the artifact is from 

 Tell what time period/date the object is from 

 Explain what it was used for 

 Explain what it tells us about the culture or people who used or made it 

 Explain why it is important to historians/researchers  

 and tell me why you chose this item – what drew you to it? 

 

4. **Include information about which museum website the information came from, and 

include a link to the page with the information you used. Cite your sources!!!  Include a 

parenthetical citation at the end of each paragraph. ** 

 

**Do not simply copy and paste information – use your own words. ** 

 

5. Then answer the following general questions in another paragraph or two: 

 Why are these material culture remains and artifacts important to history and the 

study of the past?  Why do we use them to interpret history? 

 Why are museums important?  Do you enjoy museums? 

 How can online collections and exhibits be used, and what can you learn from them? 

 Are online exhibits or museums as effective as physically going to a museum to learn 

about the past? 

 

** Good websites to try are: 

 The British Museum (http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/explore_introduction.aspx) 

 The Metropolitan Museum of Art (http://www.metmuseum.org/) 

 Penn Museum (http://www.penn.museum/about-our-collections.html) 

 Oriental Institute of Chicago (http://oi.uchicago.edu/museum/highlights/) 

 Louvre (http://www.louvre.fr/llv/oeuvres/alaune.jsp?bmLocale=en) 

 The Iraq Museum (http://www.theiraqmuseum.com/antiquities/) 

 

You may try other websites, but you must cite the website you used in your paper.   

Only use valid and accredited museums and their collections.   
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