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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

o Email: Please use mks2x@mtmail.mtsu.edu OR mkatestringer@gmail.com 

 I rarely check my D2L email, so please be advised that any emails sent to that 

account may not be answered in a timely manner.  I generally check my MTSU 

and Gmail accounts several times per day, and this is the best way to contact me.  

o Phone: 865-216-4188 – text or call only in emergency and only after 9am or before 9pm 

o Office: Starbucks in the Walker Library unless otherwise posted 

o Office Hours:  Wednesday, 12:30-1:30, Friday 12:30-1:30 

 Or by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This class traces forms of civilization from their beginnings to 1500 CE. You will become 

acquainted with people, histories, ideas, traditions, and values—Western and non-Western—

which have helped shape the human experience by examining these within the context of their 

historical development in ancient (pre-1500) civilization. You should also gain appreciation for 

different forms of human expression and society and for how they relate to each other and to 

culture as a whole. 

 

TBR AND GENERAL STUDIES LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

These goals fulfill TBR and MTSU’s General Studies Learning Outcomes:   

  

o Analyze significant primary text and works of art, ancient, pre-modern, and modern, as 

forms  of cultural and creative expression. 

o Explain the ways in which humanistic and/or artistic expression throughout the ages 

expresses the culture and values of its time and place. 

o Explore global/cultural diversity, with particular emphasis on the interaction between 

peoples, including trade, exploration, and colonization.  

o Frame a comparative context through which they can critically assess the ideas, forces, 

and values that have emanated from early world civilizations and that have created the 

modern world. 

o Recognize the ways in which both change and continuity have affected human history. 

o Practice the critical and analytical methodologies of the humanities and/or Fine Arts, with 

particular emphasis on critical thinking, writing, and thinking.  
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COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

A. READINGS AND RESOURCES 

 

o Textbook:    

 Bentley, Jerry, Herbert F. Ziegler and Heather E. Streets.  Traditions and Encounters: 

A Brief Global History, Vol. 1.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008.    

 ISBN: 9780077408015 

 This text and lecture material will comprise the content of the exams.  The book is available in 

Phillips Bookstore or online.  Be sure you have the correct edition and volume. 

   

o Additional readings and information related to projects and homework will be assigned and 

provided by instructor. 

 

B. ATTENDANCE  

 

o You are expected to attend all class meetings – Attendance will be taken at each meeting. 
o Your instructor will allow you three excused absences without penalty.  Each unexcused absence 

beyond those three will cost you five points of your overall course average.  While 5 points 

doesn’t seem like much, missing only four extra class days over the semester drops you a full 

20 points -- two whole letter grades. 
o If you are late to class, your instructor will count this as being tardy. Being tardy TWO times will 

count as an absence.  To be counted as present you must come see me after class, if you are tardy. 
o Exams and assignments will be taken directly from lecture material, and powerpoints or notes 

from the lecture will not be made available to students on D2L or Pipeline.  

o Awareness of all assignments, course materials, tests and other events are the student’s 

responsibility, whether you are present for the class meeting or not. 

o If you are having any kind of problem with the material or attendance, please let me know so 

we can work out a solution.  If you don’t notify me I can’t help you.  

o If you are absent from class it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed.  

o It is your responsibility to obtain information on updates and changes made during your 

absence(s) or late arrival(s) 

 

C. GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Please keep track of your grades. I will be happy to discuss your performance but I will not seek 

you out to tell you when you are in danger of failing.  Pay attention to the withdrawal date so that 

you can drop the class if you are too far behind to catch up.  

 

Graded Assignments and Exams 

 

o The exams will be a mixture of multiple choice, matching, short answer, and identification. 

The readings from your text and lecture material will make up the content of the exams.   

o The final exam will consist of a cumulative writing project – don’t sweat it yet!!! 

o You will have a Map Quiz (civilization & geography assessment)  

o There will be 4 reading quizzes given throughout the semester.  I may or may not give hints 

during the lectures as to when these quizzes will occur, so be sure to keep up on your readings! 



o You will be assigned 4 research-based homework assignments throughout the semester.  These 

are meant to be fun assignments to boost your grade and help you gain academic skills that will 

benefit you throughout your time in college.   

o Attendance is required.  Failure to do so will result in a negative impact on your final grade, as 

explained above. 

 

 

Grading Percentages 
 Exam 1 – 10% 

 Exam 2 – 15% 

 Exam 3 – 15% 

 Final Exam – 15% 

 Map Quiz – 5% 

 4 Reading Quizzes – 20% (5% each) 

 4 Research based homework assignments – 20% (5% each)   

o Extra credit may be available throughout the semester.  

 

 

The completed course grading scale is: 

 

A = 100-90, B = 89-80, C = 79-70, D = 69-60, F = 59 and below.  

 

There will be no incompletes in this course unless the circumstances are unusual and 

arrangements are made with the instructor. 

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

A. RESPECT AND ELECTRONICS 

 

In order to create and maintain a positive and productive environment in the classroom, it is 

essential that each person treat other class members and the instructor in a respectful manner. 

Therefore, disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Disruptive behavior includes, but is not 

limited to the following: intentionally antagonizing the instructor, receiving phone messages 

during class, leaving class early or coming to class late, talking while another individual is 

talking, sleeping in class, doing assignments for other classes during this class, and engaging in 

other activities that detract from the learning experience.  

 

Students who disrupt the class will be asked to leave for the remainder of the class period and 

will be required to meet with the instructor prior to returning to class. Continued disruption will 

result in the recommendation to the Office of Judicial Affairs and Mediation Services that you be 

expelled from the class. 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Importantly: 

 

 When I address the class I am talking to YOU. Listen.  

 

 Please DO NOT BE DISRUPTIVE during class lectures.  If you are disruptive to the class, 

you will be asked to leave and will be counted as absent or the day.  

 

 Please feel free to comment or engage in a discussion over topics when appropriate, but be 

respectful of others and your instructor.   

 

 Come to class on time or not at all.  Late arrivals and early departures are disruptive and will 

result in a loss of points.  

 

 No laptops are allowed unless discussed with the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 

 

 No cell phones, pagers, or beeping watches or any other electronic devices that make noise 

are permitted in the classroom. If you must be connected make sure your device is on silent. 

 

 If your cell phone rings you will be asked to turn it off.  If you do not turn your phone 

off or refuse, you will be asked to leave for the remainder of class.  You will be counted 

as absent for the day, and you will need to discuss the issue with the instructor during 

office hours before returning to class.  

 

B. MAKE-UPS 

 

No Make-up Tests are allowed unless the student provides DOCUMENTATION proving 

hospitalization, death in the family, or court appearance. If you are absent from class it is YOUR 

responsibility to find out what you missed.   

 

C. CHEATING AND PLAGARISM 

 

It is expected that all work you complete for this course is your own. You are expected to include 

appropriate citations (when applicable) in all of your work for this course. The University policy 

for academic misconduct will be followed. Academic misconduct includes the following 

behaviors: Plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act. These definitions apply: 

 

(1) Plagiarism. The deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of 

another person as one’s own without proper acknowledgment. 

(2) Cheating. Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, 

or study aids in any academic exercise. The term academic exercise includes all forms of 

work submitted for credit or hours. 

(3) Fabrication. Intentional or unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or 

citation in and academic exercise. 

(4) Facilitation. Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to violate a 

provision of the institutional code of academic misconduct. 

  



Any student suspected of violating the academic misconduct policy will be required to meet with 

me to discuss the situation. Your name will also be forwarded to the Office of Judicial Affairs 

and Mediation Services for possible disciplinary action. If you are found responsible for 

committing an act of academic misconduct, you will receive a grade of “F” for the course. 

 

D. ACCOMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

If you have a disability that may require assistance or accommodation, or if you have questions 

related to any accommodation for testing, note takers, readers, etc., please speak with me as soon 

as possible. Students may also contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (898-2783), with 

questions about services. 

 

E. LOTTERY SCHOLARSHIP STATEMENT 

 

To retain the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must earn a cumulative 

TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 

thereafter. You may qualify with a 2.75 cumulative GPA after 72 attempted hours (and 

subsequent semesters), if you are enrolled full time and maintain a semester GPA of at least 3.0. 

A grade of C, D, F, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility. Dropping a class 

after 14 days may also impact eligibility; if you withdraw from this class and it results in an 

enrollment status of less than full time, you may lose eligibility for your lottery scholarship. 

Lottery recipients are eligible to receive the scholarship for maximum of five years from the date 

of initial enrollment, or until a bachelor degree is earned. For additional Lottery rules, please 

refer to your Lottery Statement of Understanding form, or review Lottery requirements on the 

web at: httep://scholarships.web.mtsu.edu/telsconteligibility.htm, or contact the Financial Aid 

Office at 615-898-2830. 

 

CALENDAR 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE SEMESTER 

 August 27 - Classes Begin 

 August 28 - Last day for students to drop all classes and receive a 100% fee adjustment 

 September 5 - Labor Day Holiday - No Classes 

 September 9 - Last Day to drop without a grade, Lottery scholarship recipients cannot 

change enrollment status after this date and retain scholarship. 

 October 15-18 - Fall Break - No Classes 

 November 2 - Last day to drop or withdraw with a grade of "W." After this date, courses 

cannot be dropped on RaiderNet 

 November 24-27 - Thanksgiving Holidays - No Classes 

 December 7 - Last Day of Classes YOUR FINAL EXAM AT REGULAR CLASS TIME 

 December 8 - Study Day - No Classes 

 December 19 - DEADLINE FOR FINAL GRADES 

 


