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Narrative 
 
Drs. Dillian and Clary have worked together with the local community and partners both in the 
classroom and out for the last several years.  
  
In 2019, they created an exhibit at the Horry County Museum with their classes HIST392 and 
ANTH432 in cooperation with local organizations for people with disabilities including: SOS 
Healthcare, the SC Commission for the Blind, and the local museum. This exhibit saw almost 
200 visitors on opening day and has been a fixture in the museum ever since. The exhibit won 
multiple national awards including two from the American Association for State and Local 
History as well as one from the Society for American Archaeology. The project was funded from 
external grants from South Carolina Humanities and the Southeastern Archaeological 
Conference.  In addition to working with these communities and creating an accessible, hands-on 
exhibit for people with special needs and all visitors, Dillian and Clary did outreach within their 
own fields to publish this work for other archaeologists and public historians to recreate. 
Publications include:  
 
↠  Clary, Katie, and Carolyn Dillian. “Printing the Past: Building Accessibility and Engagement 

Through 3D Technologies.” The Public Historian, vol. 43, no. 2, May 2021.  
↠ Clary Katie, and Carolyn Dillian. “3D Technologies for Exhibits and Programs.” Technical 

Leaflet for American Association for State and Local History. History News, Vol. 7, No. 
2, Spring 2020: 1-8.  

↠ Dillian, Carolyn and Katie Clary. “Artifacts and Accessibility: 3D Technologies for   
Museum Exhibits.” South Carolina Antiquities, 2020: 23-32.   

*Award-winning article – Article of the Year, Association for South Carolina Archaeology  
  
Since 2020, Dillian and Clary have worked to secure funding and partnerships for another 
exhibit at the Horry County Museum, this time with the Waccamaw Indian People. Building on 
Dr. Dillian's relationship with Chief Harold Hatcher, Clary and Dillian met with and collaborated 
with the tribe to build a safe space and rapport to facilitate their current project, Waccamaw 
Indian People: Past, Present, Future. With funding from South Carolina Humanities, the Prince 
Fellows program, the Department of History, and the Department of Anthropology and 
Geography, Dillian and Clary are working with their classes and the Prince Fellows to build an 
exhibit with the Waccamaw Indian People. This is a community-first project, and all aspects of 
the exhibit are done in concert with the tribe. This project has been incredibly lucky to gain 
access to tribal elders to allow students to conduct oral histories with the tribe to preserve their 
stories for the future. These stories, along with research conducted on archaeological, 
prehistorical, and historic events will make up the exhibit at the Horry County Museum in the 
spring of 2021.  
  
The resultant exhibit will use the various expertise and skills of university partners to help the 
Waccamaw tell their history in their own words through interviews, video documentation, 
artifact interpretation, and design for our public audiences. A distant goal of this project is to 
help the Waccamaw Indian People eventually attain Federal Recognition of their tribe from the 
US Federal Government. Currently, the Waccamaw do not qualify because of gaps in the 
colonial and early settlement records, and the systematic destruction of their early ancestors in 



Coastal South Carolina. One of the criteria states that local awareness of the tribe and their 
history and culture is imperative. Currently, many residents of the county do not recognize or 
realize Native Americans are still here. The resultant exhibit from this project seeks to change 
that.   
 
We hope to call citizens to action through this exhibit in many ways including: through letter 
writing, raising awareness, and fighting for the rights of our neighbors.  About 40% of the 
museum's visitor demographics are made up of people from out of town. This will lead to a wide 
reach of this exhibit, which might not be possible in another small museum.  This project also 
involves 38 undergraduate students in a variety of majors including history and anthropology. 
Students are already engaged and ready to participate in activism to change what they see as 
injustices in our local community.   
  
This work is integral to Dillian and Clary's commitment to the Teacher/Scholar method, and to 
their fields' emphasis on public engagement and outreach. They both look forward to continuing 
and growing these partnerships in the future.  
  
Awards and Grants 
  

• South Carolina Humanities Mini-Grant, for Museums and Communities Class, $1,700, 
for Waccamaw Indian People: Past, Present, Future.  

• COSCAPA Award for Public Education and Outreach – Registered Public 
Archaeologists - $1,000 for Waccamaw Indian People: Past, Present, Future.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Letter of Support from Chief Hatcher 
 

 



Exhibit Resources 
 
Website 
 
Visit the website for the exhibit at: www.waccamawpastpresentfuture.com. The website includes 
more information, links to the oral histories, and a fully accessibly 3D walkthrough of the 
exhibit.  
 

 
 

 



 
SoundCloud  
 
Waccamaw Indian People: Voice of the Waccamaw - https://soundcloud.com/user-
475547154/sets/waccamaw-indian-people-past. This link includes ten interviews conducted by 
students with tribal members of the Waccamaw Indian People.  

 
 
  



Digital Exhibit Walkthrough 
 
View the entire exhibit through this 3D accessible experience at: 
www.waccamawpastpresentfuture.com  
 

 
 

 



Sample Exhibit Panels 

 



  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 



Exhibit Photos 
 

 
 
 

 
 







 
 

 



  



Process Photos 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SC Humanities Grant Information 

 
 

 
 
Monday, October 26, 2020 
 
Carolyn Dillian and Katie Stinger Clary 
Coastal Carolina University 
PO Box 261954 
Conway, SC 29528 
 
Dear Carolyn Dillian and Katie Stinger Clary:  
  
On behalf of South Carolina Humanities, I am pleased to inform you that your grant entitled “The 
Waccamaw Indian People: Past, Present, and Future” has been awarded in the outright Mini 
Grant amount of $1,700. The Board did not approve the $300 requested for the “Exhibit 
Reception.” 
 
In all correspondence about the grant, please refer to it as SC Humanities grant # 20-2019-2. 
 
Enclosed are two copies of the grant agreement form. Please see that these are properly signed and 
returned to us to confirm acceptance of the grant. Note that the forms require two signatures. The 
signing of the Grant Agreement indicates the grantee’s understanding of and willingness to comply 
with both the Grant Agreement and this letter. 

We are placing an increased emphasis on evaluation and publicity requirements. Please sign and 
return the enclosed “Evaluation and Publicity Requirement” form. 

A Final Financial Report that states in-kind and cost-share amounts for your project is due by 
8.31.21. I have enclosed a copy of the report form for you. Please also indicate the number of 
participants in the project for SC Humanities’ records by completing a Project Director’s report, 
which is due by 8.31.21 and is also enclosed.  
We ask that you acknowledge funding support from SC Humanities.  I have enclosed a sample 
statement. Please use our logo for any printed publicity material. There are directions for how to 
retrieve digital files of the logo. You must acknowledge SC Humanities as a funding source. If you 
have any questions, please call me at 803-771-2477 or write to me at tjwallace@schumanities.org. 

Sincerely, 
 

Theresa Wallace 
 
 

Theresa J. Wallace 
Assistant Director 
tjwallace@schumanities.org 
803-771-2477 
 
CC: Fiscal Agent 
Daniel Rabon 
Coastal Carolina University, Financial Services 



 
 
 
 

Fwd: Proposal - Public Education and Outreach Grant

Carolyn Dillian <cdillian@coastal.edu>
Wed 3/24/2021 10<48 AM
To:  Mary Kate Clary <mclary@coastal.edu>

Begin forwarded message:

From: Deb Rotman <executivedirector@rpanet.org>
Date: March 24, 2021 at 10<43<25 AM EDT
To: Carolyn Dillian <cdillian@coastal.edu>
Subject: Re: Proposal - Public Education and Outreach Grant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hi Carolyn!

The Executive Team has reviewed the grant proposals for public education grants.
Your proposed project is wonderful! We are delighted to support this endeavor with
a $1,000 grant. Congratulations!

Next steps:

(1) Send me the address to which you would like your grant award sent.

(2) Provide a high-resolution logo to Dina Rivera (socialmedia@rpanet.org) so that
she can announce/celebrate your grant award. She will also send you a high-res
Register logo for display on your website, social media, and other project content.

(3) Promote this activity on social media at key moments of the project and tag the
Register when you do.

(4) Please acknowledge the Register's support on relevant project materials and
outcomes.

Please let me know if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing this public
education in action!

Warm regards, Deb

On Wed, Mar 17, 2021 at 4<44 PM Carolyn Dillian <cdillian@coastal.edu> wrote:

Dear Dr. Rotman,



Publicity and Features 
  
Waccamaw Indian People exhibit opens in Conway CCU Article/ Video: 

https://www.coastal.edu/ccustories/news/news-article/index.php?id=5313  
 

We Are Here CCU Article:  
https://www.coastal.edu/humanities/tapestrymagazine/tapestryfall2020/wearehere/  

 
Post and Courier “Understand SC” Podcast:  

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS8z
cEFBcnUyaw/episode/ZWI3ZDI4ZmItN2Y4NS00OGIwLWFhODAtYzZjMTUxOTk0NGI0
?sa=X&ved=0CAUQkfYCahcKEwigievptrPxAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQCA  

 
SC Humanities Article: 

https://schumanities.org/news/the-waccamaw-indian-people-past-present-and-future-exhibit/  
 
CCU Exhibit Opening Video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaIsUKcSZNo   
 
CCU Exhibit Preview Video Feature:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTNjCL6wCTI   
 
Post and Courier Article #1:  

https://www.postandcourier.com/understandsc/understand-sc-waccamaw-indian-peoples-
fight-to-become-a-federally-recognized-tribe/article_92fc0e6e-a2ff-11eb-a42d-
4fe5b0c7aa4b.html  

 
Post and Courier Article #2:  

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/local_state_news/waccamaw-indian-people-of-sc-
gain-support-in-push-for-federal-recognition/article_f544dc84-9e15-11eb-99bb-
33f9ba561773.html  

 
WPDE News Article/ Video:  

https://wpde.com/news/local/exhibit-showcasing-history-of-waccamaw-indian-people-now-
open-at-horry-county-museum  

 
Myhorrynews article:  

https://www.myhorrynews.com/news/waccamaw-indians-believe-they-will-finally-be-
acknowledged/article_7913cfb8-a9fe-11eb-823b-fb03db0e4d76.html  

 
Peedeenewsnetwork:  

https://www.peedeenewsnetwork.com/announcements/the-waccamaw-indian-people-past-
present-and-future-exhibit-opens-at-the-horry-county-museum/article_a91ee700-96f4-11eb-
a8f0-cfd32bc38583.html 


